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My dear Friends, 
Here offer to you a plain Sermon 
in Print, that it may ſtay : longe} 
with you than it could do b y the Preach- 
ing. It does contain, in ſport, the main 


Duties of our Holy Reli gion, which we 


hohe to be ſaved by, and' which we 
ought at all times to have preſent to our 
Minds. May the good God of Heaven 
Bleſs it to your 24 

he may do the reſt of the Elea 6 


Your Faithful 


rvant in 


e, cht Jeſus 


TH 


fication, as, I pray, 


8 * — HQ . 


THE 


Chriſtian's Way | 
HEAVEN. 


ACTS XVI. xxx, xxxi. 
XXX. Sirs, What muſt I do to be Saved? 
XXX1. And they ſaid, Believe on the Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and 
„„ 


3 * 


HEN the Apoſtle St. Pau! and his 
Companion Silas had, upon Account 
of the Uproar of the Multitude again(t 


them, been commanded to Priſon by 

the Magiſtrates, and had their Feet made faſt in the 
8. Stocks; God Almighty was pleaſed to ſhew a very 
great Miracle for their Deliverance.. For upon their 
Praying and Singing Praiſes unto God, there was 
ſuddenly a very great Enrthquake, ſo that the Foun- 
dations of the Priſon were ſhaken 5 and immediately 
all the Doors were opened, and every ones Bands were 
Teoſed. This put the Keeper of the Priſon into a 
8 42 A violent 


A 


that t. fr. him upon. Engqiry Ribe Mebt offtain 
a Hapyinels in another World. Tie as no verily 


good Men taught, that 


on my Part, in order to àttain that Happineſs, which 
. God promites to confer on his. To this the Apo- He 


„ 
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The Chriſtian's 
violent Canſternation, upon the ſuppoſed Loſs of his 
Priſoners; fo that he would, had he not been pre- 
veited, have Taid Vio!ettt Hands upon Himſelf. But 
his Fear abated upon St.-Paxts aſſuring him they 
were all there, and the Senſe of the miraculous Oc- 
currence ſo awakened him into Religious Fhenghts ; 


perſuaded of the 2 in- General of what theſe 
ein Religion was from God, 
who had done ſe grꝭut a Miracle in favonr of is; be 
did LWircily böfxve, tliat that galvation df xen 
in Mother Werkd which they- Preached, wou Be 
the Lot of all thoſe. good Perſons who followed the 
Docbrines they were Preachers of; but {till he was 
ignorahit of thaſe Precepts We as t&Prattict in Order 
to this Happineſs, aud That was the Rezſon that 
with ſo gtrat Earneſtieſs de eried out ; Sire ; Hut 
miſt I N νοο Hναπνν Pike is Th now and 
to be a-Chriſtinv , and te cher into: chat C veflant 
with God, which he has been pleafed. tor offer to 
Mankind by Jeſus Chriſt ; of the Truth of whoſe. 
Miſſion, and the Sincerity of whole Promiſes I am ra 
verily perſuaded; but Pbtfcech you to inf8km ie 
of the Conditions of this Covenaht >whichT v a Nor 
perfect Stranger to, aud to tell me hat Lum todo, t 
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ies ahſwer, Helfe ve onthe Lord "Frſus brit, Ini 


tou foals be ſaved, ad thy Huuſe: That is, You Wn 
mall obtain this your Difire of Everlaſting Mar pin d: 
ness, if you ſtedfatly Believe, and ſincerely Practice WW 
ch: Precepts of that Religion, which was declared 


to the World by Jeius Chriſt ; and; hüt you fall 
ſcacn by our Inſtruction. For it is plain, that by 
; | this 
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Kay te Ma 2 
this the. Apoities- diy, no · mean. a. bas 42 
Performance. of the other. Duties likewiſe recom 
mended by the. Goſpel Diſpenſation. For. in tha 
next Wards its Kid, That they. ſpake unte him. the 
Word of chi Load, amd co ad chat were in hin Houſy ; 
ver. 32. That , they inſtructed him in the Prin- 
ciples ofethe Oheiſtian. Religion, and / explained: to 
him what he was to Believe and Practice in this Goſpel 
Covenant; that he might be Partaker. of thoſe Pro- | 
muſes he was deſwous of. 

Nou in diſcourſiag to yen upon theſe Words,-F - 
ſhall draw up in. a narroqm Compaſ all : thæ General 
Rules and Obligations of the Chriſtian Neligion, 
Which will be aa der. 700 * theſe two-Ac- - 
counts. 

Firſt, Becauſe by this you may ſee ygur whole 
Duty at one View, whick will be ſerviceable to yon, 
in reducing into an eaſie Method wliat you have read 
and heard in good Baoks and Seremons.; and: will be 
more eſpecially uſeſul to them, who have not. time. 
or Fioney, ta read, on buy arge Ne 35 cis 
Subjects. 

Second(y, Becauſe by. hau ing theſe Terms of Sal. 
vation ready iu your Mind, you will not be ſo eaſily 
ubject to Defpondencies, or uncomfortable Refleti- 
ons upon Danger of your Miſcarriage. in a futuro 
State; for when you fatty. underitand - upon - what 

onditzons every Man may certainly be ſaved; you- 
need not treuble your ſelves to wait for 'any/ parti- 
ular Marks of Aſſürance, which after all, a Man 
may be deceived m. Bat no Man has Reaſon to 
diſtruſt, that God Abyighty will not reward him 
with Eterna Happineſs, when he is ſure he lus diſ 
arged thoſe Conditions which God in his Holy 
For: Ras promiſed Exernal Happineſs to. 
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Nov theſe· Conditions or Qualifications for Salya- 
tion, I ſhall reduce to as few Heads as conveniently 
F can, and ſpeak to them in their Order. 

I. Wa cannot he Saved, unleſs. you Believe the 


Goſpe! of Feſus Corift, 


I. Conditio!, To 


' belicve all the Arti- 


cles of the Chriſtian 
Faith. 


Deut. 4. 25. 1 Cor. 8. 


3. Iſa. 45. 5. John 


17.3. (a) Iſa. 48.12. 


Pa 


Gen. 21.33. 1 Tim. 1. 


17. (b) Gen. 17. 1. 
Arat.3 9. Eph. 3. 20. 
ch Rom. 16. 17. I Tim 
4. 9. 11. 7 


d) Exod. 34. 6. Luke. 


1. 50. 2 Cor. I. 3. 


te Tod. 3 1. 17. Acts 


17. 24. (f) For the 
Providence of God, 
ſee Pſalm 37. Prov. 
11. 31. Job. 36. 6. 
Mat. 6.28, (g) John 
8. 42. I. Ln. 1. 15. 
Eph. 1. 7. (h) Joh. 24. 


16. Rem. 8. 14. 1 Joh. 


5.14. (i) 2 Pet. 2. 9. 
Rom 8.26. Rev. 12. 
Io. (k) Tit. 3 5. I Cer. 
6.1.1. (1) II m. 3.16. 
2 Pet, 2. 212. 


and the main Articles of Faith 
contained in it. For the Scri- 


pture ſays expreſly, He that 
believeth and is baptized fhall 
be ſaved; but he that believeth 
not ſhall be damned, Mark 18. 


16, Therefore you muſh be- 
lieve, That there is“ one only 
(a) Eternal, (6) Almighty, 


(e) All-wiſe, and (d) Merciful 
God, who created (e) all things 
by his almighity Wiſdom and 
Power, and governs (F). them 
by his Providence; that he has 
ſent his oniy Son Criſt Jeſus 
into the World, to Redeem, by 
his Blood, (g). the forfeited 
Souls of ſinful Mankind; and 
you muſt believe, that there i 
the holy Spirit () of God the 
Comforter, which our Saviour 
promiſed to ſend, which does 
continually put into our Mind 


good deſires, does keep us from 


Temptations, (i) does ſanctiſie 
(&) all good Mens Hearts, aud 
render them acceptable unto 
God, You muſt ſtedfaſtly be- 
lieve, that the Holy. Scripture 
are the (1) inſpired Word of 


God; and particularly, that 
EA | the 


Way to Heaven, 


were really true, and ſuch as they are there recor- 
ed to be. Now, unleſs you cordially believe theſe. 


the things, you can have no pretence to enter into Co- 
aits Nenant With God in this Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and 
Scri- o be entitled to the Salvation propoſed by Jeſus 


brift ; for other ways you are Infadels; and though: 
you ſhould outwardly join your. {elves in Communi- 


veth n with Chriit's Flock, yet you will recetve no more 
18. Wencefit by that, than if you were Mahometans or Pa- 
bbe-g=νν. Therefore, in the firſt place, you muſt take 
only Nare to have a firm Belief of theſe things, and to be. 
zhty, Iways ready to give an Anſwer to every Man, that 
—— 111 you a Reaſon of the Hope that is in yon; that 
hings , to believe the Doctrines of Chriſtimity upon ra- 
and Nional Grounds, not to ſtick to them only upon the 
them Prejudice of your Education, but becauſe upon ſuli 
ie has Pearch and Enquiry, you find all the Reaſon in the 
Jeſus 'orld to believe them. Whenever you find any» 
n, by unbelicving Thought. to riſe up in your Minds, 
rites vhich the Devil will never be wanting, upon occalion, + 
and No ſuggeſt, uſe your utmoſt endeavour to ſhake off, _ 
ere is rhat ungodly Doubt, by confronting it with ſonie 
1 the Wd ubitable Truth, or by getting further Informa- 
viour ion of abler Chriſtians ; but 4 
does bove all, by con tant Reading John 3. 39. Aﬀs 
Mind end ſtudying God's Word, and 17. 4. Ram. 3. 4. 
from MW). fervent Prayer to him to EI 
ie eelp your Unbelief; for you may be aſſured, that 
„ aud en to one more Infidels are made by a neglect of 


Reading the Scriptnres, and of daily Prayers to God, 
han by all the poiloned Books and Diſcourſes which 


Y be,. Mere leyell'd againſt our Religion. And I would have 
rd Deu obſerve further, (which is a great Argument 
chase vou to ſettle in your Hearts a firm Belief. of alf 


A 4 tlie 


the Miracles and -Do&trines of our bleſſed Saviour 


8 The eins | 
che Goſpel Truchs) chat there is hardly any Wick: , 
edijeſs which' Men commit, or any Sin they fall into, Þ'* 
but it proceeds chiefly from ſome kind of Infidelity 
or other; becauſe they do not rightly Believe of the 
Proridenee of God, or his Juſtice, or Mercy, or Ve- 
racity, but have got into their Heads ſome fond Ne- 
tion of their on concerning theſe Attributes, which 
may better agree with their vicious Lives, than that 
Idea which God has given of himſelf in his Holy 
Word. Therefore be fure to be well principled, 
and to have true Notions of theſe Maters; uſe your 
utmoſt Endeavours firmfy to Believe, and fully to 
Underſtand all thar the Holy Scriptures ſay concern- 
ing them; for this is the Foundation of alf true Re- 
ligion. and unleſs this be rightly laid, alt the other 
Building, which may be raiſed afterwards, falls to 
the Ground, and comes to nothing. * 

9 II. After the Beli:ving of thi 
If. Condition, To a- Goſpet Truths ; in the next 
ved all eroſs Sinn. plate, in order to your Salvation 

| and as amthir Branch of your 
Covenant with Chrift, you muff leave off groſs and 
appar.nt Sins, For a Man, whilſt he lives a lcud and 
vicious Lite, can have no hopes of Salvation ; ſuch, 
by the whole Tenour of the Goſpel, being excluded 
from it. The Apoſtle St. Paul gives you a long Cata- 
logue of ſuch Sins as are incouſiſtent with Salvation. 
Now the Works of the Fleſh are manifeſt, which ape 
thife, Adultery, Foraication, TTncleanneſs, Laſciviouſs 
eſs, 1doſarry, Witchoraft, Hatred, Variants, Emula- 
ricus, Wrath, Stvife, Staltiont, Hevefier, Emvyinigs, 
Murdirs, Drimtrnmeſt, Revellings, ami ſuch like; of 
which Itell yea hefere, as I have alſo told you in tim 
aft, that they, which di fucly things, ſhall not inherit 
the Ringamm of Ged, Gal. J. 19,20, 21. That 
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Way" to He "ot 
F yon would have any hope of going to Heavens 
$, mult leave off a cd 80 Life go - * 
naſt take Care to Repent off, and to Forſake ſucr 
Sins as will ſhut you out from thence. You. cannot | 
expect to go thither, whilſt: jou live in a State ob | 
Adultery or Uncleanneſs; if you are not Jaſt in 
your Dealings, and do not make. Satisfaction and Re- 
parat ion for all the Wrongs and Injuries you have 
done, if you live in a Courſe of Drunkenneſs; f 
you are guilt of prephane Swearing and Curſigg; 
if you live Quarrelſomely and Contentiouſly wit 
your Neighbours ; if you be Proud and Haughty, 
Malicious and Revengeful. Therefore it behoves 
you, not only to be careful to avoid Drunkenneſs, 
Incontinency, and other Aleſhly Sins, but to divelt . 
your felves of Pride ind Malice; and-other Sins of 
the Mind; for theſe ſpiritual Vices are as much in- 
conſiſtent with a State of Chriſtianity-as the fieſhly 3 
they do as much Miſchief in this World, and make a 
Man as unqualified for the other; and ou may ſur - 
ther take Notice, that the moſt, wicked Beings of all 
God's Creation. I mean the Devils in Hell, have no 
Sins of the Fleſſw to anſwer: for, and yet they ſhall -; © * 
undergo the moſt terrible Damnation for their Pride 
and Malice, and other Sins of the Mind; which to 
many Men do look upon, in themlelyes at leaſt, as 
hardly any Sins at all. N 
III. In order to your Salva» + a Condition. To” - 
tion, you muſt take Care not ouly avoid  epery; ſingle 
to avoid 4 , ſettled Gourſe-: of Sin pan 4 to be 
Wickedneſs, or a. Life of Vici- ſuch... 4 
ouſneſe,. but to root out ef hör 
Heurgs every ſingle Sin ye find there. There are a 
great many Men, that for the generglity ſive good- 
$2 victucus Lives, but yet 178 is ſome | þoſom Sin 
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they indulge chemſelves in, and do, as it were, com- 
pound with God Almighty to part with all the reſt 
to retain T hat, Thus there are ſeveral who can with- 
out any great difficulty refrain from Intemperance, 
or Covetouſneſs, or Pride, or Contention, ſo they 
may but enjoy their Luſt, To another, Covetoul- 
nels is tlie only. Darling; and he can be content to, 


be Chaſt and Sober, in hopes that God will excule 


him from being Hard and Griping. Miſtake not; 


- God Almighty does expect to be loved with all the 


Mind, and all the Soul, and all the Strength, Matt. 
x2. 30. We muſt perfect Holineſs in the Fear of the 
Lord, 2 Cor. 7. 1. And we are taught, that be 
mio ſpall Keep the whole Law, and Offend in one Point, 
he is guilty of all, James 2. 10. That is, he ſhall as 
effectually be dawned for that one Sin unrepented 
off, as if he had been guilty of many more Sins, 
Therefore do not cheat your ſelves, and fool your 
ſelves out of your precious Souls, by thinking you 
.hallever go to Heaven, by ſerving of God by Halves, 
Bod Almighty will either have your whole Souls or 


none; he will never ſuffer you to make him a Sharer 
with the Devil, Don't think it will ava you to 


lay, it is but one Sin, for that one is Fatal, For Sin 


to the Soul, is like a ſtrong Poiſon to the Body, a 


Drop of it is as killing as if you drank a Gallon, So 
that upon the whole, you have no way to ſecure you 
Salvation, but by ſorſ. king every known Sin, tho 


never ſo.ſ\ma!l in your Opinion; if you know it to 


ve Sin, you muſt know it to be Damnable, and that 


there is no Salyation to be expected whillt you con- 


tinue in it. Therefore you, muit frequently examine 
your Conſciences, and ſtrictiy ſurvey and look into 


every Corner of your Soak, and whatever Sin yau 


do 


find there, dilpatch it wirhout. any Quarter, and 
| — 
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not put it off from Time to Time, as being unwilling, 
to part with it, but take the firſt Opportunity on 'N 
Repent of aud Amend it; beg God Almighty 's Par- 


com- 
1e reſt 


N. don for the former Commiſſion of it, and his Grace 
dancer for the future to avoid it. FRE: 

4. IV. The next ſtep you muff IV. Condition. To * 
'etouls take in order to be Saved, is to Practice all the G- 
ent of Praffice the Goſpel Virtuet; fel Virtues. © 

ern which yon find laid down in 5% ia 
1 God s Word for Jour. Chriſtian Performance. For ; 
| _ Chriſtianity does not conliſt only of a few negative 
"Y Precepts; it does not oblige you juſt. only to avoid 
Ci 2 Sin, but it engages you to tlie Performance of ſeye- 
at be ral Virtnes and Graces ; which unleſs you make 
=" your ſelves Maſters of, you cannot be quahfied for 
ball Heaven. Don't be cheated with that Notion, which 
bented Won: lilly People have of a good Man, as when they 

© 5 ſay, Such a one is a good Man, becauſe he does no B- 
| your dy any harm; as if twas enough to be Religious, 
'S ou not tobe miſchievous. For a Man may abſtain from; + 
TG this, upon account of good Nature, and a Gentle- 
ouls ar mam like Education: And beſides, this ſingly of it 
Sang ſelf is no great matter of Virtue, -and- is no more 
on o than what Stocks and Stones, and tame Beaſts may + 
or I pretend to; for they likewiſe do no body any Harm. 
Oy, & But true Chriſtianity has in it more Spirit and Vi- 
ou gour, it is a Life of Action; and thoſe who:preten& + 


mult do a great many Good ones, + 


 _ to it, muſt not only avoid all ill Things, but they - 
, wh 


ei You.mntt learn therefore to : 2 A 8 
d chat practice the Chriſtian Grace of Humility, Mat-. 
* Humility; you mult have as 20. 26. 5 
ami 


k mean Thoughts as poiſiole Your ME PIT ER 
5 mY can of your ſelves, upon Conſideration that all you L 
we, % can. boalt of does proceed from the fnee Gift, of God; 


ur 
net Jo 
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W  Creatures, but rather glorifie -your gracious God, 


7 "8 Talents; and laſtly, yon muſt ſnhew to all a meek. 


. the Greateſt. 


* 


who has been pleaſed 6 you more liberal 


and courteous, Behaviour, conſidering that they pro- 
cted from the ſame common Stock, and do partake 
of the ſame common Nature with yon; and that- 
_ Chriſt condeſcended to die for the Pooreſt as well as 


FQi277OMTS 


Fon muſt likewiſe adorn: 

Patience, Luke 21. your Souls with Patience, and 
19. James 5; 8. bear your Afflictions with a 
A vet. 2; 20. true Chriſtian. Magnanimity 

ö and Fortitude, and with a. 
Reſignation te.the good Will of God, con-- 
fidering that he ſends thoſe Sufferings out of a pure 
facherly Kindneſs. and Correction, to. wean us from 
the. World, and to bring us nigher unto him; to 
Pre us Demonſtration of our Legitimacy in Grace, | 
8 and chat we are not Baſtards but Sons. | 
N We muſt learn likewiſe. 72 
iv, * forgive our Enemies; ro do go 

Eve Fu Enemies, tv them that hate , . pr 

Mak. 3. 24. Fer them that e a 
us. and perſecute ud; confider- Ml " 
ing chat we have for thi the expreis Command and Il * 
Example of our bl ſſed Lord, and that a meek and a 
peaceable Diſpoſition is the greateſt Ornament of a a 
Clriſtian, and does rot only conduce to the Peace 
t 
( 
| 
| 
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zn Quict:of the World, but to.a Man's on Satis: 
Hetipn; whit Malice and Revenge do rack the. 
Soul with. continua! T or ment, and turn Society ani 
eee inte Tumults and Flames. 


"Way to. Floaven. 


our to make yourſelves E. Chris. 72 
als vent in other Adts of Charity,” 1 Cor. 13. 4% 
k Lou muſt be charitable in your 
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o- Opinions and Cenſures of or Men: You muſt 2 ? "3 
ke - be too forward in believing ſlanderous Reports, nor- 


at” to buſie in relating other Mens Failures; you muſt 


as I have a care of denouncing Damnation upon-all whe : - 4 
differ in Religious Matters from you; but let your” © 


en: Love go with them with whom your Opinioneannot. 
nd Lou muſt, according to 
a: pour Abilities, be liberal to the | Charity of Relief, 
ity: Poor, conſidering that God Deut 35. 7. Plalm. 
a bas made us, who are in a bet- 41. 1. Luke 14.13. 
on- ter Capacity, Stewards for Prov. 28. 27. 
ure them; that the Scriptures al- | 
om il fure us, That he who is Mereiful to the Poor; Lendetb 
to Wl to the Lord; and therefore we may be fure, when 
ce, W God Alinighty has engaged himſelf to be our Debtor, 
te will Repay us with the greateſt Intereſt. 

Our Religion obliges us yet | 
further to a higher Duty, and 8 * 
which does run a lirtie more Self denial, Mat. 3.7 
contrary to the ſtream of our 29. Rom. 8. 13: 
natural Inc linations, and that Col. 3. 5. 
is, to Mortification and Self- 
denial, And to mortifie our Members, and to PER 
all Ungodlineſs and worldly Late, Tit. 2. 12. i net 
without Reaſon en;oined us. For though we may 
hve an ordinary Life of Virtue, withont undergoing 
thele ſeverer Duties, jet it: is very diffcult to do it ; 
aud if we do not reſtram and abridge our Apperites, 
oftentimes in Lawful things,they will de apt to grow = 
o Head-ſtrong, that we ſhall be hardly able to 
them — Belades, ſince God Almig 


*% 7 


| 
pee 
pus deſign'd this World only as a State of Probation 
po the other, where there are none of theſe ſenſual. 
n;oyments to be found, it is but reaſonable we 
ſhould be ſomething weaned from thoſe lower Plea- 
ſures, that we may be able to reliſh thoſe high and 
exalted ones which are deſigned for us hereafter, 
Theſe, aud all other Virtues which. are preſcribed to. 
you by God's Word, you mult exercile your ſelves 
in, in this your Chriſtian Warfare; you muſt run 
this Race which God has ſer before you, if you. 
would obtain the Crown which is laid up for you. 
And to do this the better, let this be your conſtant 
Rule; To do every thing with Readineſs, which you. 
are. perſwaded will be acceptable to. God; to let 
your Light ſhine before Men, that is, to endeavour 
to ſhew the beſt Example in Religion, which, with- 
out Oſtentation aud Vanity, you poſlibly can; and: 
laſtly, to do all the good you can in your Generation; 
iſ you. do this fincerely, tho" it may be with a great 
deal of Imperfettion, God Almighty in his Goodneſs 
will accept this imperfect. for a compleat Obedience, 
5 V. Next in order to your 
V. Condition. To Salvation; you muſt be diligent 
obſerve the Ordinan- in obſerving the Ordinances, 
ces of Chrift and his which eit her Chriſt himſelf on 
Hoy Church. his Holy Church hat h inſtituted, 
Public Prayer, for the Furt herance of Godlineſs . 
Iſa. 50.7. Luke 18.8. and true Religion. Therefore 
Acts3. I Mat. 21.13. you mu't be conſtant in the 
as well as Private. Duty of Prayer, as well Pub- 
Morning and Even lick as Private. You muit at 
ing, Mat. 7.7. Luke leaſt twice every Day, Morn- 
18. 1. Rom. 12.12. ing and Eyening, betake your 
Eph. 6. 18. Pſalm. ſelves to your Cloſets, or tome 
119. 164. Private Place of your Hou 
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and there pray to God to forgive you whatever Of. Y 
ſual- fences you have committed, and to beg his Grace ans 


Io Protection for the time to come. If you negle& 
lea” YN this Duty, you live the Lives of perfect Heathens,, 
and you quite put your ſelves out of God's Favour and- 
ter. Care, which good Chriſtians lay claim to, and have 
d to nothing but your bare Baptiſm to diſtinguiſh you 
ves from the prophane Pagans. | | 
cus You malt likewiſe, at leaſh Benefit of Publick 
you. upon Sundays and Holy-days, Prayer, John ch, 3. 
Jou. attend the Publick Service of 2 Chron. 20. 
(tant the Church; for the Apoſtle 
0. taxes the Forſaking the Aſſemblies as a great Fault, 
o let Heb. 10. 25. And in the Publick Congregation we 
Vour map expect our Prayers to. be ſooner heard, when. 
with. they are Joined with the united Prayers of fo many. 
; and good People. 
tion; You muſt likewiſe be very. Hearing the Mord, 
great diligent and attentive inHear- and that from our 
Jncls ing the Word of God, as it is own Minifters, Rom. 
ge. Preached by his Miaiſters.z for 10.17. Luke 8. 1 8. 
f — the Scripture tells us, That Yet bes 
61 


Faith cometh by Hearing, Rom. Lo. 17. And there- 
tore you ought not to ſlight this great Means of 
your Salvation. Neither muſt you indulge. your: 
ſelves in ſilly Fancies in liking or not liking your 
Mini.ter's Phraſe or Action, but you ought; chiefly 
to mind the Subſtance of what he ſays ; for you may 


Benefit enough if you pleaſe by the meaneſt Miniſter | 
of the Goſpel, if you hear him with: that Soberneſs 


you ought ;; for let me tell. you, the Fault of your 
not profiting. does not ſo much lie in unedify ing 
Miniſters, as unpractiſing Congregations. Nor muſt 
you run about, gadding to other Churches to hear- 
others you are better pleaſed with; for beſides the 
; | wy, - great. 
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great Fault you commit in diſcouraging your own * Gra 
Miniſter's Endeavours, you cannot expect that God 
ſhould afford the fame Bleſſing to the Hearing of 
the Word out of the Method he has preſcribed, and 
from thoſe to whom he has not given Charge of. 
your Souls. i 
N48 We You muſt likewife be con- 
Reading the - ſtant in Reading God's Mid, 
Siriptures, Mat. 22. or getting it read to yon; for 
29. John 5.39. Acts this is the moſt conſiderable 
17. 11. Motive you can make we of to 

. a good Life: Beeauſe then you 
hear God Almighty himſelf ſpeaking to your Con- 
ſeiences, whoſe Authority will prevail much more 
with you than our Preaching; and beſides, by this. 
you may examine the Doctrine which we teach, and 
ſee that we do not impoſe upon you, but preach to 

you what is agreeable ta that excellent Rule, 

You. muſt furthermore, as 

Frequent Receiving frequently as conveniently. 
the Lord's Supper. you may, receive the Holy Sa- 
| erament-of our Loyd's Body and. 8 

Be; for. whilſt you live in a conſtant Neglect of - 
this, you have little pretence to be Chriſtians, be- 
cauſe our bleſſed Lord has commanded all his Fel- 
lowers to da ebis in Remembrance of him; and if yon 
vill not thus Remember him, and ſhew this Tokenbx 
your Communion with him and his Church, you do, 
effect, deny your Baptiſmal Vow, and turn Rene- 
gado's to the Religion of Chriſt. This is the Oath 
af Fidelity to your Heavenly Prince, which he has 
required of you frequently to Renew, which if 30 
xefuſe, you caſt off all Allegiance and SabjeRtion-to' WY ©* 
bim, and turn Rebels to his Adminiſtration. Whilſt 2 
you neglect this, you deprive your ſelves of 'the pe 


our Saviour, as à gnard to a Failurer. 
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Grace of God's Holy Spirit, which is-plentifully ay 
veyed by a due Receiving this Holy Sacrament; y 
leave your Souls defenceleſs againſt all the N 
ef the World, the Heſh, and the Devil, which may 
attack them, and defraud your ſelves of the Seat 
God's Pardon for Sin, which is fully given to alt \\ 
worthy Receivers. vI 

You mult alſo Religionffy Religious Obſerving * 
Obſerve all the Feaſts and Faſts Sundays and Holy- 
of the Church, not only by days, 
coming to Church on Sundays, 

Faft-days, and Hely-days, but. by dedicating: befides. 
ſome conſiderable part of them to your Religious | 
Exerciſes in Private. 

You muſt Jaſtly take care Bringing Childrem. 
to bring your Children, as ?o-pubIick. 1 
ſoon as may be, to partake of 
the Holy Sacrament of Baptiſm, not at Home, as is 
the vain and irreligious Faſhion of ſome, but to. 
Church, where the Sacrament may be more mn 
alwiniſtred, and where your Children may'pertake 
of the joint Prayers of the Congrepation of. God's. 
People: And when yon have done fo, you. mult: ſee 
them well inſtructed in tlie Principles of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and that they come to take theie Re» 
ligion upon themlelves, which — 
their Sureties in Baptiſm pro- Catechiſai ani can. 
miſed they ſhould, when the firmation. | 
Bihop dots a: \minifter the | 
Sacred Ordinance of Confirmation. 

VI. Laftly, In order to Sai- 5 
vation, you muſt rake Care to VI. Condition. To 
Exerciſe andrher Duty, which Watch again all 
is particularly yecommentied b Temprations and : 
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the reſt ; and that is Watchfulnefe, Mat, 24. . theſe 
and 25. 14. Acts 20. 31. 2 flag 
Tho' you have truly repented of your Sins, and agait 
got into a Habit of Virtue and a Religious Cours? to; 
of Lite; yet if you have not a great Guard upon W habi 
your ſelves, you will inſenſibly relapſe again into your:, be 
former Condition. For you muſt needs think. that 
the Devil will uſe the utmoſt of his Spight and Cun- 
ning, and will play his main Batteries upon thole 1 
who have ſo ſaken his Cauſe, and are obedient to. , 4 
the Kingdem of Jeſus Chriſt. The Holy Scripture 
informs you, that he goes about like a roaring Lian, 
ſeeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. 5. 8. And you 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that he will devour: none 
ſo eaſily as thoſe Chriſtians who live off of their 
Guard. Therefore when'you have forſaken a Courſe 
of Sin, and are arrived at a tolcrable Perfection of 
Virtue and Godlineſs, don't ſit down ſecure, as if 
there was nothing more to be done; for ja : your 
Chriſtian Warfare there. is Work enough to go for- 
wards in, as long as you live. It requires a great 
deal of Diligence and Circuinſpection to keep the 
Ground you have already gotten, to ſtand firm a- 
gain(t all Temptations, and to maintain your Inte- / 
grity in a vicious Age, when Wickedneſs is oft- times 
applauded, and Virtue meets with ſo great Diſcou-- 


ragements. But there is hardly any ſtanding at a th 
Stay in a Religious Courſe ; you will. either go on 
forwards or backwards, and therefore be watchful, 1. 
that you do not move the wrong Way; and this you 

cannot be ſure of, unleſs, as long as you live, you be 0 
improving in Virtue. I do not doubt, but many. 

Chriſtians are in a ſalvable State, that are ſubject to 1 a 


many Imperfections and Failures ; but, as they live 
on, they muſt ſtill go forwards in the conn 2 c 
cle 


pay to Haut. "ag 
theſe. A ſincere Penitent who is juſt come outs 
a flagit ious Courſe of Life, has enough to do to ſenee 
againſt the groſs Sins he has ſo much been accuſtormU 
to; but God expects from one, wlio has been lang 
habituated to a Courſe of Godlineſs, that he'ſhould 
be very watchful againſt all humane Imperfe&ions 
whatſoever. Such a one muſt not think ſo eaſily to 
be excuſed from Sms of Ignorance, when after 2 
long Exerciſe imhearing and reading God's Word, 
he might have better informed himſelf of his Duty; 
he cannot ſo well plead Sins of Infirmity, when his 
Nature has very conſiderably loſt its Byaſs to Sin by 
8 long Courſe of Virtue, Therefore good Chriſti- 
ans muſt be going forwards in a State of Virtue as 
long as they live, they muſt be (till bettering and 
improving their Natures, more and more informing 
their Underſtandings in Religious Truths, and recti- 
fying their Wills; they will find Work enough to 
watch againſt all imprudent and offenſive Actions, a- 
gainſt idle Words, againſt ſudden Anger, againſt 
Coldneſs, and ſome involuntary Excurſions in Devo- 
tion. And for an Incouragement to this Progreſs, 
God Almighty will not only reward them with a bare 
ſaving their Souls, but will liberally beſtow on ſuch 
the Ten Talents, Auke 19. 24. He will advance them 
according to their Improvemznt in. Piety, to. one of 
the higheſt Thrones in the Heavenly Kingdom; For 
one Star differeth from another Star in Glory, 1 Cor. 
. ** 

And now let me ſpeak a Word or two, by way 
of Exhortation & Inference from what has been ſaid. 

Firſt, Let me apply my ſelf to the more mature 
and elderly Sort among you. | 

You have long ſince been Inſtructed in the Prin- 
ciples of. the Chriltian Religion; you have ay the 
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| en jou anſwer it to your own Conlciences, which 
bh. al , , | Xe | 


The Cb bg 
Earecherical Inſtruction ofthe Churgsyn your yeun- 
fer Days and have heand the Word of God canſtanti 

unto you in Joui viper Years ; and there 
fore you ought not only teknom your Duty, butts 
bo conſiderable Proficienss in it; It. is a Shame far 
yon to be Ignorant of thoſe Chriſtian Doctrinet 
which the Children are taught: to underſtand; and 
then to learn che Way to Heaven, when you have 
hardly time perhaps before Death te. do it in. Oh. 


What a killing Speech is it te hear a Man fay, be 


did underſtand his Religion when he was Young? 
Wretched Sinner! What haſt thou been Doing all 
this Time? Jou that ought to. have been the Peack- 
er of Religion to others, Doſt thou want the:very 
trft Inſtructions of this: Duty thy ſelf How. ern 
tiwu anſwer it to God, to retain: thy: Prade, thy 
Debts, and erery thing elſe. in Mind, and only to 
have forgot thy Religion ? If there be any ſilch a- 
mong you, get out of this wicked Careleſnels- a 


ſoon as you can; apply your ſclves to the Reading , 


the Holy Seriptnres and other good Books: rome 
conftanthy- to Church, and mind wlize is their ſaid, 
and be aſhamed: to contume in ſtich Ignorunce am 
longer. 

As for you who have not been fo very neghgent as 


to forget your Duty, but yet neyerthelefs, in deſpight 
| Knowledge, and under Conviction of your 


of your 
own Conſciences, do live in conſtant Breactr of it; 
free your ſelves with all ſpeed from this hazardous 
State, and venture not your Souls in a State of Sin, 
which you know to be Damnable, one Moment 
longer. How can yon anſwer: it to the Mercy of 


God, to continue in a Courſe of Wickednefs, when | 


he las given you ſo much Time to repent in? How 
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rs ha? they are ti do to be ſavta, and have made 
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receive from your Paſtors and Friends in your 
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bent in this Age, it does for the mo!t part ſtand for 


92 ö 
* * 
— 1 


* - 
of ” = 7 +.» - ” % 
** „ k g 
” Y Q * , = * 
4 


_— 


are contiaually- upbraiing you witha.neglefbal your. 
Duty - Tlo can ou anſwer it to; your -Ghildren, 
aud Famil les, to: Whom you ſhould give an Exnple . 2 4 


of Piety and Religion ? hut ydu ſet them a Copy only 
of Pruplianeneſs and Wiekedueſss. 
As for thoſetgobd Perſons-· among you, who have 
been mindful vf the one tkiug ceſtary, . and taken 
Carc for their Souls; who haveacquainted theni- 


neil Practice conſormabie to thelr Naowlecdge; let 
me befeech you, a deur Brethren, - to pay God 
your continual Thanks for this great Meaſure. of 
Grace beſtowed-np6n-you 3:to- be-modeſt and humble 
im your virtuous Accompliſhments ; aud to aſcribe 
al your ſpiritual Strength to the Goodneſs of God, 
to endeavour more and more to improve in Grace, 
and ce St: Paul, to forget thoſe ning, whiab are 
bead, veathing forth unto thoſe things wich- are 
before, mud preing townrds the Mark, for the Prize. 
of: the High-Calling of God inChriſt Feſur PH. 3.1 3,4. 
2. And for the Cloſe of all, let me apply my ſelf * 
to the Younger fort among you. 2 
Let me beſeech you to bear in Mind the good 
Inſtructions and Chriftian Information, which you 


Youth ; and let what you learn in thoſe tender 
Years remain freſh in your Memories under the hoary 
Head; let me beſeecli you to enter upon a Religious 
Courſe of Life betimes, becauſe now you have all 
the Advantages in the World to go forwards in it. 
You have no inveterate Habits, and old Cuſtoms of 
Sinning, to conflict with, which oftentimes render 
all the Endeavours ofa riper Age, ineffectual. Your _ 
Nature now is tender and pliable, and as it takes its 


| ever, 


re 1 Ahe contrary way. Think how pleaſing 


Me i s, ar. 


a; Impreſſion, and a true Byaß to Holineſs, be- 
Pre the Devil takes Poſſeſſion of i it, and 9 
0 table to God an early Piety is, and what af Affront 
it is to Dedicate only the Dregs of yonr Life to his 
Service, and the Flower of it to the Devil. 
Endeavour to ſettle in your Minds now you are 


Young, a true Taſt of Godlineſs, and of the Excel- 


lency of the Chriſtian Religion ; which above all o- 
ther Religions which ever were in the World, does 


more eſpecially recommend it. Weigh in your 
Hearts i ſeriouſly the admirable Rewards which it 


promiſes to thoſe -who perform the Conditions of 


the Goſpel, and be not led aſide by the Vanities of 
this World, to forfeit thoſe: exceeding Glories of 
the other. And when you are fully informed, What 
you muſt do to be ſaved, take Care that you do not 
miſs of that Salvation, whereof. you know the Me- 
thods of omg. | 447 
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N Friendly: Letter in Three Parts, 1. 7 "MK 
Voung- Men, ſhewing the Benefit of -" 


ligious Converſation. II. To Maſters 


Edition corrected and enlarged. Price bound 115% % 0 
An Account of the Societies for Reformation of * 


Manners in England and Ireland, c. The Fifth * Y 

Edition. Price 17. KEE 
A Help to a National Reformation. Publiſhed | 9 

for the Eaſe and Direction of all Officers, and oz: 

.thers. The Sixth Edition. Price 6 d. ; 
An Account of the Progreſs of the Reformation | 

of Manners in England, Scotland, and #relaud, and 

other Parts of the "World Oc. The Eleventh Edit. Y 
A Sermon preached at the Pariſh Church of St. 


James's Weſtminſter, at the Funeral of Mr. Cooper 


-a Conſtable, who was harbarouſly murther d at 
May-Fair. B Joſiah Woodward, D. DOP). 
The Excellency of the Chriſtian, Religion. Con- 
ſiſting of Expoſitions, Paraphraſes, Hymns, and 
Prayers. Compoſed for the Uſe of the Devout. By 


the Author of the Worthy Communicant. Price 64. 


A Friendly Diſcourſe concerning prophane Cur- 
ſing and. Swearing, The Second Edition. Pr. 3 4. 
The Mark of a True Chriſtian, Or the Golden 
Rule of a-Godly Life. Tranſlated out of High- 
Dutch, The Second Edition. Price 1ã 4. 
The Soldier's Monitor. Being ſerious Advice 
to Soldiers, to deport themſelves with a juſt Re- 
gard to Religion and true Manhood, Price 3 4. 
The Lord's-Day to be kept Holy. Aſſerted ina 
Tamil Conference about the Unlawfulneſs of ex- 
= 40 


A 
— 
0 - 
: % 
- 
$ 
. * - 3 


I 9 a 
— 

I, B „ 

3 ez ry , 


„ a Orr tio 0 
| - Holy Day. The Fifth Eden. 
8 5 4 Kind Caution co 


4 * 2 FEurneſt Perſwaſive to t ce f 
mu LerdsDay. eee 
ulat ze made againſt thoſe who give Infonmation 
of the Breaches of the Laus made againſt Pro- 
Sand Debauchery). A. Letter from à Mi- 

-niſter to his Pariſhionere, ſhewing the indiſpenfible 
Duty incumbent en all Perſons to give Informations 
cdiocsche Magiſtrateus well againſt Pr Swrear- 
iag and Curſing, a8 gt other Crimes and Miſ- 
demeanors. A Diſſwaſive from the Sin of Drun- 
kenneſs. A Nebuke to the Odious Sin of Unclean- 
nes. Hymns of Praiſe, proper to de Sung wen 
walking in the Fields, or at any other.” time 
Price 1 d. each. ” 
1 Exhortation:to Houſe to 
: ſet. ß the Worſhip of God in their Families. With | 
i N "dally Prayers for Morning and Evening. ' Price 14, 
fe Cautions and: Directions ſor the more 

d Dexont and Decent Performance of the Publick 
Worship. of God; G. . by the Church 
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